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THIS    book    is    not   a  History  of 
Oxford,  nor  has  it  any  claim  to 
completeness.      It    is    simply   a 
series  of  pictures,  selected  as  samples  of 
the  many -sided   interest   and   perennial 
charm   of   the    University    City,   inter- 
leaved with  hrief  notes. 

To  those  who  know  and  love  Oxford, 
any  such  attempt  to  portray  her  mani- 
fold attractions,  whether  hy  pencil  or 
pen,  must  always  seem  sadly  inadequate. 
Yet  it  is  hoped  that  this  modest  collec- 
tion, fragmentary  though  it  is,  may  not 
he  without  some  value  hoth  as  a  souvenir 
for  those  to  whom  Oxford  is  full  of 
cherished  memories,  and  as  an  induce- 
ment to  others,  who  as  yet  know  her 
only  hy  name,  to  gain  first-hand 
impressions  by  a  personal  visit. 
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looking  Soutk. 


Oxford 

FROM  AN  UPPER  WINDOW 

IT    is    difficult    to  imagine  that  any 
otter  city  in  the  world  can  present 
suck  a  series  of  panoramic  pictures 
as  may  be  seen  from  the  windows  of 
the  chamber  in  the  cupola  surmounting 
the  Sheldonian  Theatre. 

Our  view  is  taken  from  the  window 
looking  southward,  and  includes  the 
dome  of  the  Radcliffe  Camera,  the  fine 
spire  and  "clusters'  of  St.  Mary-the- 
Virgin's  Church,  some  of  the  countless 
pinnacles  which  surround  the  roofs  of 
the  Bodleian  Library,  and  in  the  distance 
the  towers  of  Merton  and  Christ  Church  • 
with  the  trees  of  Christ  Church  Meadow 
forming  a  fitting  background. 
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THE  HIGH  STREET,  OXFORD 

SUNSET 


The  High  Street 

LOOKING  WEST  (SUNSET) 

THE  stream-like  windings  of  that 
glorious  street,"  of  which  the  poet 
Wordsworth  sang,  may  hest  he 
traced  hy  pursuing  its  course  westward 
from  Magdalen  Bridge  when  the  morning 
sunshine  hrmgs  up  the  decorative  archi- 
tecture into  sharp  outline  against  a  clear 
blue  sky.  Our  artist,  however,  has 
preferred  to  represent  the  scene  in  the 
glow  of  an  autumn  sunset.  Queen's 
College,  on  the  right,  leads  on  to  the 
graceful  curve  where  the  sycamore  tree, 
in  summer-time  rich  in  foliage,  reveals 
through  its  hare  branches  the  hues  of  the 
evening  sky.  The  beautiful  tower  and 
spire  of  St.  Mary -the -Virgin's  (the 
University  Church)  rise  grandly  behind 
All  Souls  College ;  then  come  the  new 
front  of  Brasenose  College  and  the  spire 
of  All  Saints'  Church ;  while  on  the 
left  is  the  sombre  contour  of  University 
College. 
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THE  HIGH  STREET 

LOOKING  EAST 


The  High  Street 

(LOOKING  EAST) 

IN  this  view,  looking  in  the  opposite 
direction,  the  picture  is  reversed,  and 
we  gam  an  entirely  different  impres- 
sion of  "The  High.  The  tree  is  on  our 
left,  and  beyond  it  the  classic  cupola  and 
pediments  of  Queen's  College;  while  on 
the  right  the  stately  front  of  University 
College  presents  a  worthy  example  of 
seventeenth  century  collegiate  architec- 
ture, still  under  the  spell  of  "the  last 
enchantments  of  the  middle  ages.  This 
college  is  one  of  the  oldest  foundations, 
its  endowment  by  William  of  Durham 
dating  back  to  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth 
century;  though  unlike  Merton,  its  near 
contemporary,  it  retains  no  traces  of  its 
original  buildings. 
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THE  HIGH  STREET 

EXAMINATION  SCHOOLS 


The  High  Street 

THE    EXAMINATION    SCHOOLS 

A  FEW  steps  further  eastward,  and 
the  scene  again  changes.  Here 
we  have  the  handsome  north  front 
of  the  Examination  Schools,  opened  in 
1882.  The  New  Schools  were  erected 
by  the  University,  from  the  admirable 
designs  of  Dr.  T.  G.  Jackson,  R.A.,  in 
order  to  release  for  the  growing  needs  of 
the  Bodleian  Library  the  apartments  in 
the  Old  Schools  formerly  devoted  to  ex- 
aminations. In  the  old  coaching  days  the 
well-known  Angel  Hotel  stood  upon 
this  site ;  and  in  earlier  ages  the  ancient 
hostelries,  known  as  "The  Tabard, 
and  the  "Saracen's  Head,"  historically 
connected  with  the  beginnings  of 
Magdalen  College.  In  the  distance  loom 
the  elms,  buildings,  and  lovely  tower  of 
Magdalen,  between  which  and  the  Schools 
is  the  three-gabled  front  of  the  Delegacy 
of  Non-Collegiate  Students. 
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THE  HIGH  STREET 

CARFAX   END 


Ttie  High  Street 

CARFAX  END 

ONCE  again  we  change  the  scene, 
to  the  extreme  western  end  of 
"The  High,"  which  wears  the 
aspect  of  an  ordinary  commercial  town. 
Grave  academic  buildings  give  place  to 
flourishing  business  premises  ;  a  hit  of 
the  old  Mitre  Hotel  is  shown  on  the 
right,  and  the  front  of  the  Market  leads 
on  to  the  ancient  tower  of  St.  Martin's, 
Carfax,  formerly  the  City  Church  and 
the  centre  of  municipal  life.  Originally 
granted  by  King  Canute  to  the  Benedic- 
tine monks  of  Abingdon  in  1034,  and 
dedicated  to  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  the 
Church  to  which  the  tower  belonged, 
rebuilt  in  1830-2,  was  demolished  in 
1896  for  the  widening  of  the  thorough- 
fare, the  living  being  united  to  that  of  All 
Saints,  which  is  now  the  City  Church. 
(See  No.  xlvi.) 
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CHRIST  CHURCH 

WEST  FRONT 


Christ  Church 

Went    Front,   looking   North   from    St.   Aldtte's 


HRIST  Church,  the  great  found- 
ation  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  was 
re-constituted  by  King  Henry 
VIII,  who  in  1546  brought  hither 
from  Osney  Abbey  his  newly  founded 
bishopric,  and  thus  created  an  institution 
probably  without  parallel  —  the  combin- 
ation of  a  Cathedral  see  with  an  academic 
society. 

The  great  West  Front  was  completed 
by  Wolsey  up  to  the  height  of  the 
flanking  towers  of  the  "  Faire  Gate. 
Tom  Tower  was  added  about  1682 
from  designs  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren, 
to  hold  the  bell,  "Great  Tom,"  formerly 
in  Osney  Abbey.  This  bell  still  tolls 
a  hundred  and  one  strokes  nightly,  a 
few  minutee  after  9  o'clock,  as  a  signal 
for  the  closing  of  college  gates. 
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CHRIST  CHURCH 

THE  GREAT  QUADRANGLE 


CKrist  Ckurch 

THE  GREAT  QUADRANGLE 

THIS  view  of  "Tom  Quad,"  as 
it  is  familiarly  called,  shows 
Wolsey's  great  Dining  Hall  on 
the  south  side,  with  Bod  ley  s  new  Bell 
Tower  over  the  grand  staircase  (see 
No.  xi).  On  the  left  is  the  Early 
English  tower  and  spire  of  the  Cathedral, 
anciently  the  Priory  Church  of  St. 
Frideswide.  Around  the  Quadrangle 
are  ranged  the  residences  of  the  Dean 
and  Canons.  The  spacious  quadrangle 
is  the  largest  in  Oxford,  measuring 
264  feet  by  261  feet.  In  its  centre  is 
a  circular  pond,  with  fountain,  known  as 
"  Mercury,"  because  it  once  held  a 
statue  of  that  classic  deity.  To  the  left 
of  the  picture,  some  members  of  "the 
House"  in  their  surplices  are  seen  on 
the  terrace,  returning  from  Cathedral 
service. 


Christ  Church  Cathedral 

THE  NORTH  TRANSEPT 

THIS  view  is  taken  from  the  Lady 
Chapel,  looking  across  the  North 
Transept  towards  the  south-west. 
The  solid  round  pillars  of  Norman  date 
here  show  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
clustered  shafts  of  the  Early  English 
period,  with  capitals  of  "stiff-leafed" 
foliage,  shown  on  the  left  of  the  picture. 
The  architecture  of  the  Church  is 
Norman  in  character,  dating  from  the 
twelfth  century;  but  the  main  structure 
of  the  Choir  is  by  some  authorities 
ascribed  to  /Ethelred  II,  who  is  known 
to  have  restored  the  Priory  Church  of 
St.  Frideswide  about  the  year  1004;  and 
in  the  east  wall  are  traces  of  the  little 
Church  built  for  St.  Frideswide  by  her 
father  Didan  in  the  eighth  century, 
probably  the  oldest  bit  of  masonry  in 
Oxford. 
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CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL 

LATIN  CHAPEL 


Christ  Quitch  Cathedral 

THE  LATIN  CHAPEL 

THE  Latin  Chapel  stands  north  of 
the  Lady  Chapel,  which  separates 
it  from  the  North  Aisle  of  the 
Choir.  It  is  partly  of  the  13th  hut 
chiefly  of  the  14th  century,  and  its 
windows  on  the  north  side  are  excellent 
examples  of  the  "Decorated"  style,  with 
contemporary  glass.  Our  illustration 
gives  a  perspective  view  of  the  south 
side  only.  In  the  foreground  are  some 
old  oak  stalls  with  "poppy-heads  '  of 
Wolsey's  date;  and  on  a  column  is  the 
monument  to  Robert  Burton,  author  of 
"The  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,"  who 
quaintly  styles  himself  "Democritus 
Junior."  Next  is  seen  the  fine  canopied 
tomb  of  Prior  Sutton,  beyond  it  a 
Jacobean  pulpit,  and  still  further  east 
the  Watching  Chamber,  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  15th  century  work,  possibly 
the  third  and  latest  monument  to  St. 
Fndeswide. 
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CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL 

TOMBS   IN   LADY  CHAPEL 


Christ  Church  Cathedral 

TOMBS  IN   LADY  CHAPEL 

ON  the  right  is  the  tomb  of  one  of 
the  Priors  of  St.  Prides  wide, 
Alexander  de  Sutton  (1294- 
1316),  whose  effigy,  fully  robed,  reposes 
beneath  a  handsome  canopy  of  the 
"  Decorated  "  period.  On  the  left  is 
the  recumbent  armoured  figure  of  Sir 
George  Nowers,  a  companion  of  the 
Black  Prince,  who  died  in  1425.  In 
the  background  we  see  part  of  the  great 
"St.  Michael"  window  in  the  North 
Transept,  presented  by  the  Marquis 
of  Lothian  in  1876,  and  behind  the 
Prior's  tomb  we  get  just  a  glimpse  of 
the  "Decorated  '  windows  of  the  Latin 
Chapel,  already  referred  to. 
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CHRIST  CHURCH 

DINING  HALL  STAIRCASE 


Christ  Church 

STAIRCASE  TO  DINING  HALL 

THIS  view  is  taken  from  the  first 
landing  of  the  grand  staircase  to 
Wolsey  s  Dining  Hall.  The  fan- 
vaulted  roof  of  stone,  springing  from  a 
central  column  of  clustered  shafts,  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  in  Oxford.  It  is  a 
very  remarkable  illustration  of  the  late 
survival  of  Gothic  architecture  in  this 
University,  for  it  was  not  built  until 
1640,  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Fell,  then  Dean;  and  its  architect  was 
a  Mr.  Smith,  of  London,  a  man 
otherwise  unknown  to  fame.  Facing  us 
is  the  entrance  to  the  vestibule  of  the 
Hall,  the  finest  mediaeval  refectory  in 
the  kingdom;  its  roof  is  dated  1529. 
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BROAD  STREET 

LOOKING  EAST 


Broad  Street 

LOOKING  EAST 

ON  the  left  is  the  modern  front  of 
Balliol  College  (see  No.  xvi), 
heyond  which  are  the  gates  of 
Trinity  (xxxvii),  and  the  picturesque 
old  cottages  which  serve  as  its  porter's 
lodge.  Beyond  these  again  the  Indian 
Institute  shows  faintly  in  the  distance; 
while  the  background  is  filled  hy  the 
group  formed  hythe  Clarendon  Buildings, 
the  Sheldonian  Theatre,  and  the  north 
front  of  Exeter  College. 

Just  at  the  foot  of  the  electric 
lamp-post,  a  simple  cross  inlaid  in  the 
road  marks  the  spot  where  Bishops 
Ridley  and  Latimer  and  Archhishop 
Cranmer  met  their  deaths  hy  fire  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mary,  1555-6.  The 
Martyrs  Memorial  erected  to  their 
memory  is  represented  in  our  next 
view. 


ST.  GILES'S  STREET 

LOOKING  NORTH 


St.  Giles's  Street 

LOOKING  NORTH  FROM  MAGDALEN  STREET 

ON  the  right  of  the  view  is  a 
portion  of  the  tower  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalene  Church,  with 
a  beautiful  Decorated  window  of  flam- 
boyant tracery.  Beyond  is  the  tower  of 
the  west  front  of  Balliol  College  (xvi). 
In  the  middle  of  the  picture  stands  the 
Martyrs'  Memorial,  the  elegant  cross' 
erected  to  the  memory  of  the  prelates 
Cranmer,  Ridley,  and  Latimer,  "  who 
near  this  spot  suffered  their  bodies  to  be 
burned."  St.  John's  College  (xxxv, 
xxxvi)  can  be  seen  behind  the  elm-trees 
which  line  the  road ;  and  in  the  far 
distance  St.  Giles's  Church  is  dimly 
visible  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  broad 
avenue.  At  the  church  the  road  divides, 
leading  on  the  left  to  Woodstock  and  on 
the  right  to  Banbury. 


ALL  SOULS  COLLEGE 


Radcliffe  Square 

LOOKING  NORTH 

CWING  die  High  Street  by  a 
narrow  lane  at  the  east  end  of 
the  University  Church  (St. 
Mary-the- Virgin  s),  the  visitor  finds 
himself  at  once  surrounded  by  a  group 
of  buildings  full  of  beauty  and  interest. 
On  the  right  is  the  west  front  of  All 
Souls  College  (xv),  with  the  curious 
cupola  over  its  gateway,  and  the 
Codrmgton  Library,  one  of  the  finest 
libraries  in  Oxford,  its  walls  tinged 
with  the  glow  of  autumn.  Beyond  are 
Hertford  College  and  the  Indian  Institute. 
On  the  left  is  the  grand  dome  of  the 
Radcliffe,  used  as  a  modern  annexe  of 
the  Bodleian  Library,  which  now 
occupies  the  great  quadrangle  of  the  Old 
Schools,  whose  tower,  with  part  of  its 
south  front,  is  shown  in  the  view.  The 
other  sides  of  the  square,  not  seen  in  the 
view,  are  filled  by  Brasenose  College 
(xvii,  xviii)  on  the  west,  and  St.  Mary  s 
Church  (xliii)  on  the  south. 
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ALL  SOULS  COLLEGE 

CHAPEL  AND   REREDOS 


All  Souls  College 

CHAPEL  AND  REREDOS 

AiL  Souls  College  was  founded  in 
1438  by  Archbishop  Chichele, 
mainly  as  a  chantry  where  masses 
might  be  said  for  "the  souls  of  the  faith- 
ful departed,  '  particularly  those  who  had 
fallen  in  the  war  with  France  in  the 
time  of  Henry  V,  whose  statue,  with 
that  of  the  founder,  adorns  the  entrance 
gateway.  If,  as  Shakespeare  suggests,  the 
Archbishop  was  largely  responsible  for 
the  war,  at  all  events  he  did  his  best  to 
make  atonement,  spending  a  large  sum 
in  the  hope  of  succouring  its  victims. 
Our  view  shows  the  east  end  of  the 
Chapel,  with  its  splendid  Reredos. 
Concealed  for  two  centuries  behind 
plaster,  it  was  discovered  about  forty 
years  ago  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and 
reconstructed  at  the  expense  of  the  late 
Earl  Bathurst,  senior  Fellow  of  the 
College.  The  large  statues  represent 
historical  personages  of  the  15th  century, 
with  apostles  and  saints,  surrounding 
the  principal  subject,  the  Crucifixion. 
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BALLIOL  COLLEGE 

FROM   THE  DINING  HALL 


Balliol  College 

FROM  THE  DINING  HALL 

THIS  is  perhaps  the  most 
picturesque  view  of  Balliol 
College,  from  the  garden,  looking 
southward  from  the  Dining  Hall.  On 
the  left  is  the  modern  Chapel,  and  in  the 
middle  the  old  Library  (1430-50)  with 
other  buildings;  while  in  the  background 
is  seen  the  tower  of  the  mam  entrance. 
Balliol  disputes  with  Merton  the 
priority  of  foundation.  It  originated  in 
a  penance  exacted  by  the  monks  of 
Durham  from  John  de  Balliol,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  grave  ecclesiastical 
offences.  For  his  sins  he  was  flogged 
at  the  Abbey  door,  and  had  to  provide 
funds  for  the  support  of  poor  scholars 
at  Oxford.  After  his  death  his  plans 
were  carried  out  by  his  widow  Dervor- 
guilla,  and  the  statutes  of  the  college  are 
dated  A.D.  1282. 

Balliol  is  renowned  for  the  high 
standard  of  its  scholarship,  and  among 
its  members  have  been  many  eminent 
public  men,  both  past  and  present. 
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BRASENOSE  COLLEGE 


OLD  FRONT 


Brasenose  College 

OLD  FRONT 

BRASENOSE  College  has  of  late 
years  so  considerably  extended 
itself,  that  its  grand  High  Street 
front  with  entrance  tower  has  to  the 
public  eye  almost  superseded  the  original 
front  in  Radcliffe  Square  represented  in 
our  illustration.  Its  foundation  stone 
was  laid  on  June  1st,  1509,  by  Dr. 
William  Smyth,  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
on  the  site  of  certain  ancient  Halls. 
Exactly  four  hundred  years  later  (June 
1st,  1909),  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  western  portion  of  the  High  Street 
front  was  laid  by  his  successor,  the  late 
Dr.  Edw.  King,  in  celebration  of  the 
quatercentenary  of  the  college. 

Our  view  shows  the  East  Front, 
with  the  Old  Entrance  Gateway  of  the 
College,  above  which  is  a  grotesque 
representation  of  a  brazen  nose,  its 
"eponymous  totem 
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BRASENOSE  COLLEGE 

OLD  QUADRANGLE 


Brasenose  College 

OLD  QUADRANGLE 

THIS  drawing  represents  the  interior 
of  the  first  Quadrangle,  entered 
by  the  gateway  shown  in  the 
preceding  view.  It  will  he  noticed  that 
on  the  inner  side  the  building  is  not 
carried  up  to  a  third  storey,  as  in  the 
front  elevation.  It  has  thus  preserved 
its  primitive  characteristics  for  four 
hundred  years,  while  the  tower  retains 
its  original  proportions,  and  the  dormer 
windows  lend  a  quaint  picturesqueness 
to  the  view.  On  the  south  side  (facing 
us)  the  fine  oriel  window  of  the  Dining 
Hall  is  a  conspicuous  object.  Here  is 
preserved  the  ancient  knocker,  removed 
to  Stamford  in  1333,  and  recovered  in 
1890.  The  tower  of  St.  Mary-the- 
Virgin's  Church,  with  its  clustered 
pinnacles,  seen  behind  the  college  build- 
ings, completes  a  beautiful  and  interesting 
picture 
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Corpus  Christi  College 

QUADRANGLE 

RICHARD  Fox,  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  Keeper  of  the 
Privy  Seal  to  Kings  Henry  VII 
and  VIII,  founded  this  college  in  1516, 
dedicating  it  in  honour  of  "the  most 
precious  Body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
of  His  most  spotless  Mother,  and  of  all  the 
Saints  patrons  of  the  Cathedral  Churches 
of  Winchester,  Durham,  Bath  and  Wells, 
and  Exeter.  His  original  intention  was 
to  found  a  seminary  for  monks,  hut 
from  this  he  was  dissuaded  by  Hugh 
Old  ham,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  who  advised 
him  rather  to  "provide  for  the  increase 
of  learning,  '  and  supported  his  advice 
by  a  handsome  donation.  This  college 
was  the  first  in  which  any  regular 
provision  was  made  for  the  study  of 
classical  literature,  and  thus  introduced 
the  "new  learning"  into  the  University. 
In  the  centre  of  the  Quadrangle  is 
a  remarkable  cylindrical  Sundial,  con- 
structed in  1605  by  Charles  Turnbull. 


XX 

EXETER  COLLEGE 

QUADRANGLE 


Exeter  College 

QUADRANGLE 

EXETER  College  was  founded  in 
1314  by  Walter  Stapleton, 
Bishop  of  Exeter;  and  largely 
re-endowed  in  1566  by  Sir  Wm.  Petre. 
Tbe  view  shows  the  first  Quadrangle, 
with  its  Entrance  Tower  to  the  right. 
Facing  us  on  the  left  is  the  Dining  Hall, 
the  gift  of  Sir  John  Acland  in  1618. 
Its  general  design  and  fine  oak  roof 
are  very  excellent  examples  of  the 
later  Perpendicular  style  of  architecture. 
In  the  interior,  the  screen  is  a 
remarkably  good  specimen  of  Jacobean 
workmanship.  The  Fellows  Garden, 
entered  east  of  the  Hall,  though  small, 
is  extremely  beautiful. 

Facing  the  Hall  (and  so  of  course 
not  shown  in  the  picture),  is  the  lofty 
modern  Chapel,  designed  by  Sir  Gilbert 
Scott  in  the  Geometrical  Decorated  style. 
It  contains  the  much  admired  tapestry 
by  Sir  E.  Burne-Jones  and  William 
Morris,  "The  Adoration  of  the  Magi. 
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Jesus  College 

FIRST  QUADRANGLE 

THIS  is  another  typical  view  of  a 
College  Quadrangle,  as  seen  in  the 
glory  of  autumnal  foliage.  On 
the  left  is  the  Chapel,  consecrated  in 
1621 — another  good  specimen  of  the 
Oxford  Gothic  of  the  17th  century. 
Over  its  doorway  is  the  motto : 
"  Ascendat  oratio,  descendat  gratia. 
Above  its  roof  the  spirelet  of  Exeter 
College  Chapel  is  shown  in  the  view  ; 
and  just  behind  the  Gateway  Tower  is 
seen  that  of  Exeter  College,  which  faces 
it  in  "  The  Turl." 

Jesus  College  is  the  first  of  the 
Post- Reformation  colleges,  its  charter 
being  dated  27th  June,  1571.  It  was 
designed  as  a  place  of  study  for  Welsh- 
men, by  Dr.  Hugh  ap  Rice,  who  died 
in  1564  ;  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  having 
bestowed  grants  of  timber  and  land, 
assumed  the  title  of  Founder.  In  recent 
years  the  college  has  made  large  additions 
to  its  buildings. 
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Lincoln  College 

FROM  THE  TURL 

THIS    is  a   characteristic  peep 
through      '  The     Turl,"    a     lane 
leading  from  the  west  end  of  All 
Saints'  Church   in  "  the   High,"  north- 
ward to   Broad   Street.      On   the   right 
(foreground)  is  Lincoln  College;  beyond 
it  the  front  of   Exeter   College  :    while 
Jesus  College  is  behind  the  tree  on  the 
left,    and    the    vista    is   closed    by   the 
Chapel  of  Trinity  College  (xxxvii). 

Lincoln  College  was  founded  in  the 
15th  century  by  Bishops  Flemyng  and 
Rotheram,  of  Lincoln,  in  which  diocese 
Oxford  was  then  included  ;  and  further 
developed  by  later  prelates,  the  Chapel 
being  added  by  Lord  Keeper  Williams 
in  1631.  Flemyng,  who  had  been  a 
follower  of  Wycliffe,  founded  the  college 
for  the  special  purpose  of  suppressing 
Lollardism  ;  and  by  a  curious  irony  of 
fate  the  college  became  in  later  years  the 
birthplace  of  Methodism,  during  the 
residence  of  John  Wesley. 
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Magdalen  College 

THE  College  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen 
is  universally  regarded,  by  those 
who  know  its  charms,  as  the  most 
beautiful    of    all    the    colleges.       Even 
members  of  other  colleges,  whose  loyalty 
forbids  them  to  give  chief  place  to  any 
but  their  own,  are  ready  to  admit  that 
Magdalen  has  at  least  the  second  claim 
to  supreme  loveliness. 

Our  first  view  of  the  college  shows 
the  approach  from  the  High  Street, 
looking  towards  the  bridge.  Behind  the 
trees  on  the  left  is  a  range  of  new 
buildings  designed  by  Bodley  &  Garner. 
The  buildings  beyond  are  on  the  site  of 
an  ancient  Hospital  of  St.  John  Baptist, 
said  to  have  been  founded  by  Henry  III 
in  1223.  Last  of  all,  and  dominating 
the  whole,  is  the  well-known  "Magdalen 
Tower,'  whose  fine  proportions  and 
graceful  crown  of  pinnacles  might  well 
suffice  to  make  the  architectural  reputa- 
tion of  any  city. 
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Magdalen  College 

FROM  THE  CHERWELL 

SEEN  from  any  point  of  view 
the  Tower  of  Magdalen  College 
makes  a  lovely  picture.  But 
perhaps  the  most  charming  view  is  that 
from  the  river  Cherwell.here  represented. 
Magdalen  Bridge,  which  crosses  two 
branches  of  the  river  and  an  intervening 
meadow,  affords  the  only  approach  to 
the  city  from  the  east.  In  the  olden 
times  the  coaches  passed  over  it  from 
the  London  road  :  in  these  modern  days 
of  motors  the  same  route  is  taken ;  and 
surely  no  city  has  so  fair  an  entrance. 

The  first  corner-stone  of  the  Tower 
was  laid  in  August,  1492.  It  is  on  the 
summit  of  this  Tower  that  the  well- 
known  May  Day  ceremony  is  annually 
observed  ;  when  at  5  a.m.  the  choir  with 
other  members  of  the  college,  arrayed  in 
their  surplices,  sing  a  Latin  hymn  to  the 
Holy  Trinity.  Year  by  year  the  bridge 
and  the  roadway  are  crowded  with  eager 
listeners;  and  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony 
the  ten  musical  bells  ring  out  a  merry 
peal. 
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Magdalen  College 

THE  FOUNDER'S  TOWER 

THE  Cloisters  of  Magdalen  are 
worthy  to  rank  in  beauty  with 
those  of  our  great  cathedrals. 
They  date  from  the  last  quarter  of 
the  fifteenth  century  ;  and  the  curious 
figures  surmounting  the  buttresses  which 
surround  them  were  placed  there  in 
1508-9.  Various  attempts  have  been 
made  to  interpret  the  symbolism  of 
these  grotesque  devices,  some  of  which 
appear  to  typify  the  "faculties, "  while 
others  represent  personages  in  Scripture 
history.  The  commanding  feature  of 
the  Cloisters  is  the  Founder's  Tower. 
Its  great  gateway  originally  formed  the 
mam  entrance  to  the  cloisters ;  and  the 
rooms  above  it,  with  handsome  oriel 
windows,  are  furnished  as  state  apart- 
ments. The  Tower  is  a  very  rich 
example  of  15th  century  architecture, 
and  nature  vies  with  art  in  endowing  it 
with  peculiar  charms.  Nothing  can  well 
exceed  its  beauty  when  the  sun  lights 
up  its  clinging  foliage  with  the  crimson 
hues  of  autumn. 
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Magdalen  College 

FROM  THE  WATER   WALKS 

THIS  view  is  taken  from  a  spot  near 
the  stone  bridge  which,  crossing 
a  branch  of  the  Cherwell,  leads 
into  Magdalen  Water  Walks.  Here  in 
the  clear  waters  of  the  shallow  stream 
the  agile  fish  disport  themselves,  and  a 
pair  of  black  swans  proudly  display  their 
burnished  plumage.  These  walks  form 
a  circuit  round  a  verdant  meadow, 
where  in  the  spring-time  the  "purple 
fritillanes  '  flourish,  and  in  its  borders 
primroses,  daffodils  and  blue-bells  bloom 
in  sweet  profusion.  Every  step  reveals 
new  beauties,  but  one  of  its  avenues, 
known  as  Addison's  Walk,  is  specially 
delightful.  It  should  be  noted  that  this 
name  is  sometimes,  though  erroneously, 
applied  to  the  Water  Walks  as  a  whole. 
The  eastern  side  of  the  Cloisters  is 
shown  in  the  picture,  and  over  it  the 
ever  lovely  bell-tower  lifts  its  parapet 
and  pinnacles,  clear  cut  against  the  sky. 
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Magdalen  College 

THE  "NEW   BUILDINGS" 

EMERGING  from  the  Cloisters  on 
our  way  to  the  Water  Walks  we 
are  confronted  by  a  fine  range  of 
modern  buildings  which  contrast  vividly 
with  the  mediaeval  Chapel  and  Cloisters. 
They  were  erected  in  1733  from  designs 
by  Edw.  Holdsworth,  who  had  become 
enamoured  of  the  "classic  style'  during 
a  visit  to  Italy.  His  original  plan 
involved  the  destruction  of  all  the  older 
portions  of  the  college.  Happily, 
however,  this  calamity  was  averted,  and 
the  "  New  Buildings,"  standing  alone 
beyond  the  well-kept  lawns,  serve  at 
least  to  introduce  the  charm  of  variety, 
while  their  plainness  is  relieved  by  the 
flower-boxes  in  the  windows  and  the 
borders  of  richly  coloured  geraniums. 

On  the  left  are  the  elms  of  Magdalen 
Grove,  and  beneath  their  shade  repose 
a  herd  of  dappled  deer,  whose  shyness 
does  not  hinder  them  from  accepting 
food  from  the  kindly  hands  of  visitors. 
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Merton  College 

MERTON  College  enjoys  the 
honour  of  seniority  among  the 
colleges  of  Oxford,  and  indeed 
of  England,  for  Peterhouse,  the  oldest 
Cambridge  college,  in  its  statutes  adopted 
the  rules  of  "Walter  de  Merton's  College 
at  Oxford."  Its  founder  was  Lord  High 
Chancellor  to  King  Henry  III,  and 
Bishop  of  Rochester,  where  in  the 
Cathedral  may  he  seen  his  canopied 
tomb.  He  originally  got  together  a 
"house  of  scholars"  at  Maiden  in 
Surrey,  and  having  in  1268  acquired 
the  present  site,  he  transferred  his 
scholars  hither,  the  statutes  being  dated 
1274.  The  Chapel,  a  beautiful  example 
of  the  "Geometrical  Decorated  period, 
was  finished  before  the  end  of  the  13th 
century ;  but  the  Transepts  and  Tower, 
shown  in  our  view,  are  15th  century 
"  Perpendicular."  Like  most  of  the 
colleges,  Merton  has  lately  enlarged  its 
borders  by  additional  buildings. 

Corpus  Christi  College,  the  north 
front  of  which  is  shown  in  the  foreground, 
has  been  already  described  (No.  xix). 
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New  College 


NEW  College,  the  great  fourteenth 
century  foundation  of  William 
of     Wykeham,     Bishop     01 
Winchester,   was   opened    with    solemn 
ceremonial  on  the  14th  of  April,  1386. 
Connected  with  his  school  at  Winchester, 
it  was  originally  styled  "The  College  of 
Sainte   Marie  Wynchestre  in  Oxford, 
hut  from  the  first  seems  to  have  acquired 
the  name  of  New  College,  which  it  still 
retains.      On  the  north  side  of  the  first 
quadrangle  stand  the  Chapel  and  Hall, 
remarkably  fine  examples  of  the  early 
Perpendicular  style.      The  windows  of 
the  ante-chapel  contain  the  original  14th 
century    glass,    except    the    great  West 
window,  which  was  painted  from  designs 
hy  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  in  1777.     In 
the  Chapel  is  preserved  the  exquisitely 
wrought  Pastoral  Staff  of  the   Founder. 
Our  view  shows  the  east  front  of 
the  College,  facing  the  lovely  gardens, 
which   are  entered  through  iron  gates  of 
handsome  design,   hearing  the   arms  or 
the    founder,    with    the    quaint    motto, 
"Manners  makyth  Man." 
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New  College 

THE  OLD  CITY  WALL 

ONE  chief  charm  of  the  gardens  of 
New  College  lies  in  the  fact  that 
on  two  sides  they  are  hounded 
hy  the  only  perfect  remnant  of  the  old 
City  Wall,  the  north-east  angle  of  which 
is  shown  in  our  view.  The  walls  were 
built  in  the  13th  century,  and  in  1370 
a  grant  was  made  by  the  Abbot  01 
Osney  for  their  repair.  The  plan  is  a 
curtain  wall,  with  an  "  alure"  or  walk  on 
the  top,  protected  by  a  battlemented 
parapet,  with  round  towers  or  bastions 
at  intervals.  When  William  of  Wyke- 
ham,  the  founder,  acquired  this  land  for 
his  college,  he  covenanted  to  keep  the 
wall  in  perpetual  repair. 

At  the  foot  of  the  wall  is  a  broad 
gravel  walk,  with  borders  in  which 
throughout  the  summer  months  garden 
flowers  in  sweet  succession  display  their 
bright  colours  against  the  sombre  back- 
ground. The  lawns  of  velvet  turf  and 
the  clustered  foliage  of  the  "mount  ' 
enhance  the  attractions  of  the  scene. 
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Oriel  College 

WEST  FRONT.  WITH  CANTERBURY  GATE 

IN  this  view  we  have  on  the  left-hand 
the  old  front  of  Oriel  College,  and 
facing  it  the  heavy  Doric  columns 
of  Canterbury  Gate,  the  hack  entrance 
to  Christ  Church. 

Oriel  College  was  founded  in  1326 
hy  Edward  II,  under  the  influence  of 
his  almoner,  Adam  de  Brome.  This 
portion  of  the  college  stands  on  the  site 
of  an  old  hall  called  "La  Oriole," 
whence  its  name  is  derived ;  and  was 
huilt  between  1619  and  1642.  Its 
curious  gables  bear  a  close  resemblance 
to  those  of  University  College  (see 
No.  iii)  :  both  buildings  worthily  repre- 
senting the  style  of  the  17th  century. 

It  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  a 
happy  accident  that  the  new  Rhodes 
front  of  Oriel,  facing  in  all  its  stark 
modernity  the  serene  grandeur  of  St. 
Mary's  Church,  is  by  its  position  shut 
out  of  the  traditional  view  of  "The 
High"  (see  No.  ii),  which  thus  retains 
unimpaired  its  time-honoured  symmetry. 
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Oriel  College 

THE  OLD  QUADRANGLE 

THROUGH  the  front  entrance 
gateway  in  Oriel  Street  we  gain 
a  view  of  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  of  Oxford  quadrangles. 
Facing  us  is  the  beautiful  range  of 
Chapel  and  Hall,  with  oriel  windows  at 
each  end,  and  entered  by  a  flight  of  steps 
heneath  a  portico  on  the  parapet  of  which 
the  words  "Regnante  Carolo"  indicate 
the  date  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
Above  are  statues  of  Edward  II  and 
Charles  I  in  canopied  niches. 

Oriel  College  is  closely  associated 
with  the  rise  of  the  so-called  "Oxford 
Movement,"  whose  leaders,  John  Kehle, 
J.  H.  Newman,  Dr.  Pusey,  Hurrell 
Froude,  and  others  were  among  its 
members.  In  later  days  the  name  of 
Cecil  Rhodes  has  been  immortalized  by 
the  extension  of  the  college  to  the  High 
Street,  for  which  he  made  munificent 
provision.  The  new  buildings  (to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made)  were 
opened  on  28th  September,  1911. 
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Pembroke  College 

PEMBROKE  College,  although  its 
frontage  is  a  not  very  satisfactory 
result  of    a    laudable   attempt   to 
Gothicize  a  17th  century  structure,  still 
retains  some  picturesque  features,  which 
are  well  represented  in  our  illustration  or 
its  principal  quadrangle.   The  green  lawn 
is  one  of  the  pleasing  characteristics  of 
the    colleges    of    Oxford,    distinguishing 
them  from  those  of  the  sister  University. 
Originally    known     as     Broadgates 
Hall,    the    college    was     re-founded    in 
1624,    and  named  after   the  great  Earl 
of    Pembroke,   then    Chancellor  of    the 
University,  by  Thomas  Tesdale,    first 
scholar  of  Abingdon  Grammar  School, 
and     Richard     Wightwicke.       A     fine 
Dining    Hall    was   built   in    1848,  and 
many    improvements    have   since    been 
effected.      Most  noteworthy  among  its 
distinguished    scholars    is  the  name   of 
Samuel  Johnson,  the  great  lexicographer. 
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FRONT  QUADRANGLE 


Queen's  College 

QUEEN'S    College    was    founded 
in  1340,  by  Robert  Eglesfield, 
cbaplain    to    Edward    III     and 
Queen  Philippa.      But  the  14th  century 
buildings  were  demolished  in  the  17th, 
and    the    whole    remodelled     after    the 
revived  Italian  style. 

Our  view  is  taken  from  inside  the 
front  quadrangle,  which  was  erected  from 
designs  by  Hawkstnoor  in  the  18th 
century.  The  statue,  beneath  its  dome- 
shaped  canopy,  is  of  Queen  Caroline, 
consort  of  George  II.  The  Chapel  is  the 
work  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  in 
the  Library,  of  somewhat  later  date,  is 
some  fine  carving  by  Grinling  Gibbons. 
Several  interesting  customs  survive 
at  Queen's.  Its  members  are  daily 
summoned  to  dinner  by  sound  of 
trumpet ;  on  Christmas  Day,  the  Boar  s 
Head  is  brought  into  Hall  in  procession, 
with  the  singing  of  a  carol ;  and  on 
New  Year's  Day  the  Bursar  presents  to 
every  one  present  at  the  "Gaudy"  a 
needle  and  thread — probably  a  rebus  on 
the  founder's  name  (aiguille  et  fit). 
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St.  John's  College 

ST.  John's  College  still  enjoys  the 
distinction,  once  shared  by  other 
colleges,  of  a  gravelled  terrace- 
walk  shaded  with  elms,  facing  its  main 
entrance.  This  is  shown  on  the  right  of 
our  view,  while  on  the  left  are  the 
venerable  buildings  of  old  St.  Bernard's 
College,  founded  by  Archbishop  Chichele 
in  1436,  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  house 
of  Bernardine  monks. 

At  the  Dissolution,  Henry  VIII 
presented  it  to  Christ  Church,  by  whom 
it  was  conveyed  in  1555  to  Sir  Thomas 
White,  and  by  him  devoted  as  a  college 
"to  the  praise  and  honour  of  God,  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

The  Hall  and  Chapel  of  the  early 
16th  century  have  since  suffered  much 
from  the  mutations  of  architectural 
taste  ;  but  the  latter  has  been  judiciously 
restored,  and  the  glass  of  its  East 
window  by  Kempe  is  specially  admirable. 
It  contains  portraits  of  Sir  Thomas 
White,  Archbishop  Laud,  and  his 
successor,  Archbishop  Juxon,  who  he 
buried  beneath  the  Communion  table. 
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St.  John's  College 

FROM  THE  GARDEN 

THE  second  or  "Canterbury" 
Quadrangle  of  St.  John's  was 
completed  in  1636  by  Arch- 
bishop Laud,  then  Chancellor  of  the 
University,  from  designs  by  Inigo  Jones. 
The  colonnades  and  decorative  work,  in 
tbe  style  of  the  Renaissance,  and  tbe 
bronze  statues  of  King  Charles  I  and 
his  Queen  Henrietta,  are  much  admired. 
But  it  is  the  East  or  Garden  front 
of  the  quadrangle  that  is  here  represented. 
It  is  occupied  by  the  Library,  which 
contains  some  valuable  relics  of  its 
founder,  as  well  as  many  rare  volumes. 
The  Gardens,  some  five  acres  in  extent, 
afford  a  most  delightful  summer  retreat. 
"The  archery  glades  of  St.  John's,  the 
lawn  that  is  of  the  proportions  of  a 
meadow,  the  Alpine  vegetation  on  one 
side,  and  the  herbaceous  beauty  on  the 
other,  draw  our  special  admiration."  It 
is  of  this  marvellous  lawn  that  the 
story  is  told  of  an  American  lady  who 
wondermgly  enquired  of  the  gardener  the 
secret  of  its  beauty.  "Well,  you  see, 
ma  am,  was  the  reply,  "we  roll  it  and 
we  water  it  for  four  hundred  years! 
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Trinity  College 

FROM  BROAD  STREET 

THE  College  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity"  was  founded 
in  1554  by  Sir  Thomas  Pope, 
on  the  site  of  Durham  College,  founded 
in  the  13th  century  hy  the  monks  of 
Durham,  and  suppressed  at  the  Dissolu- 
tion. The  entrance  is  between  the  stone 
piers  and  handsome  ironwork  of  the 
gates,  and  the  quaint  old  cottages,  now 
transformed  into  a  porter  s  lodge.  The 
lawn  of  the  first  quadrangle  is  diversified 
by  orchard  trees,  whose  blossoming  in 
early  summer  lends  it  a  special  charm. 
The  Chapel,  facing  us,  was  completed  in 
1694  by  Dr.  Bathurst,  then  President ; 
it  is  in  the  classic  style,  and  contains 
some  exquisite  wood-carving  by  Grinling 
Gibbons.  In  the  autumn  the  crimson 
of  the  creepers  which  cover  the  south 
front  contrast  vividly  with  the  verdure 
of  the  lawn.  On  the  north  and  east 
sides  of  the  quadrangle  are  some  new 
buildings.  The  Gardens  are  famous  for 
the  delightful  avenue  known  as  the 
Lime  Walk. 
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WADHAM  COLLEGE 

FROM  PARKS  ROAD.  LOOKING  SOUTH 


WadKam  College 

THIS  view  is  taken  from  Parks 
Road,  looking  southward  towards 
the  west  end  of  Broad  Street,  and 
gives  an  excellent  idea  of  the  situation 
and  surroundings  of  Wadham  College. 

Founded  hy  Nicholas  and  Dorothy 
Wadham,  on  the  site  of  an  old  house  of 
Augustinian  friars,  its  first  stone  was 
laid  on  31st  July,  1610,  and  it  for- 
tunately remains  almost  unaltered  to 
this  day.  The  room  in  the  Tower  over 
the  entrance  gateway  was  the  scene  of 
the  early  meetings  of  the  Royal  Society, 
of  which  John  Wilkins  (hrother-in-law 
to  Cromwell),  elected  Suh- Warden  in 
1652,  was  one  of  the  founders. 

Facing  the  front  of  the  College  may 
he  seen  the  gardens  of  Trinity  (just 
hinted  at  on  the  right  of  the  view)  ; 
further  on  is  St.  Stephen  s  House,  and 
in  the  extreme  distance  the  "Schools 
Tower,"  now  incorporated  with  the 
Bodleian  Library. 
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WADHAM  COLLEGE 

FROM  THE  GARDEN 


Wadham  College 

FROM  THE  GARDEN 

R  ASS  and  grey  stone  are  of 
I  T  the  heart  of  the  Oxford  garden, 
which  reaches  its  inner  circle  of 
perfection  in  Wadham.  '  So  writes 
Mr.  Beach  Thomas,  and  every  lover  of 
Oxford  or  of  gardens  will  agree  with 
him.  There  is  an  indefinable  air  of 
tranquil  repose  in  "the  dark  green  layers 
of  shade  of  the  cedar  and  the  grass 
flush  with  the  wall  .  .  .  And  nowhere 
else  do  the  trees,  planted  through  the 
last  three  centuries  of  Oxford  history 
with  rarely  thoughtful  skill,  so  hreathe 
and  speak  the  language  of  the  place. 
Sad  to  say,  the  finest  of  the  cedars,  the 
pride  of  Wadham  garden,  was  utterly 
destroyed  hy  the  memorahle  snowstorm 

of  25th  April,  1908. 

The  Chapel,  standing  in  the  garden 
as  no  other  college  chapel  does,  is  one  of 
the  finest  examples  of  17th  century 
Gothic,  in  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
Oxford  is  so  rich.  The  Hall,  adjoining, 
possesses  a  magnificent  timher  roof  and 
a  fine  screen,  and  many  portraits  of 
college  worthies. 
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WORCESTER  COLLEGE 

THE  QUADRANGLE 


Worcester  College 

WORCESTER  College  secludes 
itself  at  the  west  end  of 
Beaumont  Street,  remote  from 
other  colleges.  The  buildings  represented 
in  the  drawing  form  the  north  and  east 
sides  of  the  quadrangle,  surrounded  by 
a  terrace-walk,  with  well-kept  grassy 
slopes  and  a  central  lawn,  which  retained 
its  verdure  throughout  the  dry  summer 
of  1911.  On  the  east  side  are  the 
Chapel  and  Hall,  both  entered  beneath  a 
vaulted  arcade.  The  exterior,  especially 
as  seen  from  the  street,  is  dull  and 
uninteresting,  in  the  plain  Georgian  style 
of  the  18th  century.  But  the  Chapel 
interior,  transformed  hy  the  late  Mr. 
Burges  forty  years  ago,  is  ablaze  with 
gold  and  colours,  the  scheme  of  decoration 
being  suggested  hy  the  Te  Deum  and  the 
Benedicite.  The  Hall,  also  tastefully 
decorated,  hears  on  its  walls  the  names 
of  eminent  members,  among  them 
Thomas  de  Quincey. 

Worcester  College,  originally  a  house 
of  Benedictine  monks  from  Gloucester, 
was  refounded  in  1714  hy  Sir  Thomas 
Cookes  for  students  from  his  own  county. 
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WORCESTER  COLLEGE 

FROM  THE  GARDENS 


Worcester  College 

FROM  THE  GARDENS 

WHILE  in  these  modern  days 
the  cry  of  our  towns  is  for 
more  breathing-spaces,  Oxford 
enjoys  the  enviable  distinction  it  has 
held  for  centuries  as  pre-eminently  a 
"  Garden  City."  As  we  have  already 
seen,  New  College,  St  John's,  Trinity, 
Exeter,  and  other  colleges  have  each  its 
paradise  of  beauty  and  delight ;  and  the 
gardens  of  Worcester  College  are  well 
worthy  of  comparison  with  the  best  of 
them.  Its  lawns  are  green  even  in  the 
driest  seasons,  its  flowers  bloom  in 
luxurious  profusion,  and  its  wide- 
spreading  chestnuts  and  other  fine  trees 
give  grateful  shade. 

The  picture  shows  the  garden  side 
of  a  portion  of  the  south  buildings  of  the 
quadrangle,  consisting  of  a  series  of 
monastic  houses  founded  in  1283  for 
Benedictine  monks  from  Gloucester,  and 
rebuilt  in  the  15th  century.  In  contrast 
with  the  modern  range  of  the  north  side, 
shown  in  the  preceding  view,  they  form 
a  most  interesting  relic  of  mediaeval 
times. 


THE  LAKE 


Worcester  College 

THE  LAKE 

WORCESTER  College  Gardens 
not  only  possess,  in  common 
with  those  of  other  colleges, 
noble  trees,  herbaceous  shrubs,  and  old 
English  garden  flowers  in  rich  variety; 
but  they  enjoy  the  unique  distinction  of 
a  fine  piece  of  water,  bordered  by  a 
shady  walk,  which  affords  many  a 
choice  subject  for  the  artist's  brush. 
Our  illustration  gives  a  delightful 
glimpse  of  this  lake  in  the  peaceful 
stillness  of  a  summer  evening. 

Worcester  Gardens,  as  may  be 
imagined,  lend  themselves  admirably  to 
the  production  of  "pastoral  plays"; 
and  often  have  their  leafy  glades  taken 
on  the  likeness  of  the  Forest  of  Arden, 
or  of  a  summer  wood  more  fairy  and 
unsubstantial  still,  in  "A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream."  Residents  and  visitors 
alike  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
authorities,  here  and  elsewhere,  for  the 
privilege  of  free  access  to  these  enchant- 
ing groves  of  Academe. 


XLIII 

ST.  MARY-THE-VIRGIN'S 
CHURCH 


St.  Mary- the- Virgin's 
Ckurch 

THE  beautiful  tower  and   spire  of 
the  University  Ckurch  are  shown 
in  the  two  views  at  the  beginning 
of  this  hook.    The  present  picture  gives  a 
faithful  and  unexaggerated  presentation 
of  the  picturesque  Porch,  with  its  spiral 
columns  and  rich  festoons  of  autumnal 
creepers. 

The  tower  is  of  the  13th  and  early 
14th  centuries,  and  its  clusters  of 
pinnacles  with  statues  under  canopied 
niches  (well  restored  by  Dr.  Jackson), 
have  probably  no  equal  in  the  kingdom. 
The  church  is  of  the  later  Perpendicular 
period,  though  the  old  Congregation 
House  of  the  University,  north  of  the 
chancel,  is  contemporary  with  the  tower. 
The  Porch  was  added  in  1637  by  one 
of  Archbishop  Laud's  chaplains.  The 
associations  of  St.  Mary's  are  full  of 
interest,  connected  as  they  are  with 
such  names  as  Wycliffe  and  Cranmer  in 
earlier  ages ;  from  its  historic  pulpit, 
Newman,  Keble,  and  Pusey,  Stanley 
and  Liddon,  have  moved  great  audiences; 
and  still  the  leading  preachers  of  the  day 
draw  crowds  of  eager  listeners. 
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ST.  MICHAEL'S  AT  NORTH 
GATE 

CORNMARKET  STREET,  LOOKING  NORTH 


St.  Michael's  at  North 
Gate 

THERE  can  be  very  little  doubt 
tbat  this  plain  old  tower  of 
rubble-stone  is  of  pre-Norman 
date,  and  was  therefore  standing  at  the 
Conquest,  wben  Robert  D'Oyley  rebuilt 
tbe  cburcb.  Situated  at  tbe  old  Nortb 
Gate  of  tbe  city,  it  served  as  a  watcb- 
tower  on  tbe  wall.  At  once  a  cburcb 
and  a  fortress,  it  recalls  tbe  old  stormy 
days  wben,  as  Mr.  Lang  reminds  us, 
"  arrows  were  sent  like  bail  from  tbe 
narrow  windows  on  tbe  foes  wbo 
approacbed  Oxford  from  tbe  nortb, 
wbile  prayers  for  tbeir  confusion  were 
read  in  tbe  cburcb  below.' 

Over  tbe  Nortb  Gate  wbicb  (until 
1771)  bridged  tbe  roadway,  tbere  was 
a  cbamber  called  "  Bocardo,"  anciently 
used  as  a  debtor's  prison.  Here  tbe 
Martyr-bisbops  were  confined  in  Queen 
Mary's  reign,  and  tbence  Arcbbisbop 
Cranmer  was  brougbt  to  St.  Mary's 
Cburcb  (see  xliii),  to  make  a  public 
recantation  of  bis  heresies,  wben,  as 
every  one  knows,  be  repudiated  bis 
recantation,  and  was  burried  to  bis 
deatb  by  fire. 
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ST.  PETER'S-IN-THE-EAST 
CHURCH 

WITH   ST.   EDMUND'S   HALL 


St.  Peter's-in-tlie-East 
Churck 

IN  mediaeval  times  the  South  as  well 
as  the  North  Gate  of  the  city  was 
committed  to  the  guardian  care   of 
St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  while  those 
at  the  East  and  West  were  under  the 
charge  of   St.    Peter;    according   to   the 
old  couplet: — 

"Tbt  North  and  Sonth  G.te.  St.  Mickwl  doth  gawd, 
Tbe  E«»t  ud  West  St.  Peter'*  cire  doth  wmrd." 

St.  Michael's  at  South  Gate  was 
demolished  to  make  room  for  Wolsey  s 
College  (see  No.  vi)  ;  St.  Peter-le- Bailey 
has  been  rebuilt  on  a  new  site;  hut  St. 
Michael's  in  the  North  and  St.  Peter's 
in  the  East  remain  to  this  day. 

This  church  is  full  of  architectural 
interest ;  it  has  a  remarkable  Crypt,  a 
Chancel  and  south  doorway  of  Norman 
date,  and  some  good  work  of  the  13th 
and  15th  centuries.  On  the  right  of  the 
view  is  seen  a  portion  of  St.  Edmund  s 
Hall,  founded  in  1226  by  St.  Edmund 
of  Abingdon,  refounded  in  1559,  and 
rebuilt  in  the  17th  century.  The  east 
end  of  Queen's  College  Chapel  abuts  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Queen's  Lane. 
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ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH 

FROM  THE  TURL 


All  Saints'  Church 

FROM  THE  TURL 

HERE  we  present  another  charac- 
teristic    street     view,      looking 
southward     from     Turl     Street, 
formerly    and    still    colloquially    called 
'  The  Turl."      On   the   left,    in    sharp 
perspective,  is  a  hit  of   Lincoln  College 
front  (see  xxii)  ;  on  the  right  are  houses 
and  shops ;  and  facing  us  the  tower  and 
spire  of  All  Saints'  Church,  which  now 
serves  the  united  parishes  of  St.  Martin 
and  All  Saints,  and  is  the  City  Church, 
attended  hy  the  Corporation. 

Early  in  the  12th  century  the  ancient 
church,  then  known  as  All  Hallows, 
was  presented  to  St.  Frideswide  s  Priory 
hy  Henry  I.  Subsequently  it  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  Bishops  of  Lincoln, 
and  was  given  to  Lincoln  College  hy 
Bishop  Flemyng.  In  1649  the  old 
church  was  destroyed  by  the  fall  of  the 
tower,  and  the  present  structure  was 
built  in  1708  from  designs  by  Dr. 
Aldrich,  Dean  of  Christ  Church.  The 
interior  is  lofty  and  well-proportioned, 
and  the  spire,  though  architecturally 
incongruous,  will  bear  comparison  with 
any  of  Wren's  London  churches. 
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WITH  THE  COLLEGE  BARGES 


The  River  Isis 

WITH  THE  COLLEGE  BARGES 

TO  the  favoured  dwellers  in  Oxford 
a  city  without  a  river  is  almost 
unthinkable.  The  Hebrew 
psalmist  sang  of  a  river,  the  streams 
whereof  make  glad  the  city ;  and  here 
we  are  thrice  gladdened  by  the  plenitude 
of  the  streams  which  surround  us. 
For  Oxford  practically  possesses  three 
rivers :  the  Isis,  commonly  known  as 
"the  River";  the  Upper  River,  viz.: 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames ;  and 
its  sweet  tributary  the  Cherwell,  two 
branches  of  which,  flowing  beneath 
Magdalen  Bridge,  unite  to  join  the  Isis 
at  Christ  Church  meadows,  whose  fine 
trees  form  a  rich  background  to  the 
College  Barges,  as  so  admirably  depicted 
in  the  drawing. 

Here  our  point  of  view  is  the 
towing-path, looking  up  the  river  towards 
Folly  Bridge ;  and  immediately  before 
us  ' '  Tom  Tower  ' '  shows  through  the 
foliage  of  Christ  Church  meadows — a 
picture  of  tranquil  beauty. 
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A  BOAT.RACE 


The  River  Isis 

A  BOAT-RACE 

HERE  the  vision  changes:  the  quiet 
Isis  is  en  fete:  river  and  hanks 
alive  with   the  delirious  excite- 
ment of  Eights    Week.       The    College 
Barges    display    their    flags,    and    their 
upper  decks  are  crowded  with  hundreds 
of   lady   visitors   watching    with    eager 
interest   the   fortunes    of    the    eight-oar 
crews. 

An  old  Oxford  oarsman,  the  Rev. 
W.  E.  Sherwood,  well  describes  the 
scene.  "Each  barge  carries  its  College 
flag,  the  tops  are  gay  with  ladies  in  their 

summer  dresses Given  a  gentle 

breeze  to  unfurl  the  flags  and  raise  a 
suspicion  of  '  laughing  water  on  the 
river,  and  clear  sunshine  to  brighten  the 
whole,  there  are  few  fairer  scenes  to  be 
found:  backed  as  it  all  is  by  the  young 
green  of  the  trees  of  Christ  Church 
Meadow. 
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THE  RIVER  CHERWELL 

FROM  THE  UNIVERSITY  PARKS 


The  River  Cherwell 

FROM  THE  UNIVERSITY  PARKS 

WHILE  the  I  sis  is  associated 
with  rowing  as  a  serious  and 
strenuous  branch  of  athletics, 
the  Cherwell  is  the  ideal  stream  for  a 
lazy  afternoon.  Its  overhanging  trees 
furnish  delightful  shade,  and  during  the 
summer  heat,  the  "Char,"  as  it  is  called, 
is  the  favourite  resort  of  undergraduates 
and  citizens  alike,  not  to  mention  the 
students  of  Lady  Margaret  s  and 
Somerville,  and  other  women's  colleges, 
many  of  whom  are  keenly  proficient  in 
the  art  and  science  of  aquatics.  Taking 
a  "  Canader "  or  a  snugly  cushioned 
punt  at  Folly  Bridge,  we  glide  along 
by  Christ  Church  Meadows,  past  the 
Botanic  Gardens,  under  Magdalen  Bridge 
(see  xxiv)  and  by  the  Water  Walks, 
till  we  come  to  ' '  Mesopotamia '  and 
the  University  Parks,  extensive  and  well 
laid-out  pleasure  grounds,  which  are 
bordered  on  the  east  by  the  lovely  river. 


THE  RIVER  CHERWELL 


BELOW  THE  PARKS 


The  River  Cherwell 

BELOW  THE  PARKS 

FURTHER    on    the     river     winds 
its  course  amidst  sweet  sylvan 
scenery,    past    the    precincts    of 
North  Oxford, to  Marston  Ferry, beyond 
which  it  is  easily  navigable   for  small 
craft    to    Water    Eaton  and   Islip.      A 
summer  day  on  this  river  of  pleasure  is 
a  joy  unimagined  by  those  who  have 
never  tasted  its  delights. 

Perhaps  the  Cherwell  is  at  its  loveliest 
in  the  hush  and  glamour  of  the  summer 
twilight.  It  was  under  such  a  spell  that 
a  true  son  of  Oxford,  F.  W.  Faber,  sang 
of  the  sweet  sights  and  fragrant  perfumes 
of  its  woodland  borders,  and  told  how 
the  solemn  sound  of  St.  Mary  s  chime 
mingled  with  the  sad  strains  of  the 
"  raptured  nightingale  '  : 

"So  sweet,  they  cart  on  all  things  round 
A  spell  of  melody  profound. 
They  charmed  the  river  in  its  flowing, 
They  stayed  the  night-wind  in  its  blowing, 
They  lulled  the  lily  to  her  rest 
Upon  the  Cherwell's  heaving  breast.' 
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